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WELCOME TO IRREGULAR VERB DRILLS
You will hear the principal parts of a verb, for example the verb “to be”.

Listen and repeat after me.

Am, is, are was, were been
Repeat: am, is, are was, were been

Then you will hear and repeat a sentence using the verb in the Simple Present Tense,
with a modal (Modal Auxiliary), or in the infinitive form:

| am a student at Miami-Dade Community College (M-DCC).
Repeat: | am a student at M-DCC.

He may be a student at M-DCC.
Repeat: He may be a student at M-DCC.

He wants to be a student at Miami-Dade.
Repeat: He wants to be a student at Miami-Dade.

Next, the Simple Past Tense:

| was a good student in my country.
Repeat: | was a good student in my country.

Finally, the Present Perfect Tense:

| have been a student at Miami Dade since 1990.
Repeat: | have been a student at Miami Dade since 1992.

A mate and a female voice will present the material alternately. Let’s begin!
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1 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
TOBE: AM/ IS/ ARE WAS / WERE BEEN
| am a student at Miami-Dade Communit .
College (MDCC). Y| Definition:
He may be a student at MDCC.
He wants to be a student at Miami-Dade.
| was a good student in my country.
| have been a student at Miami Dade since 1990.
2 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BEAT(S) BEAT BEATEN

The animal trainer beats the lions with a whip. | Defmnition:
He beat them yesterday.

He has beaten them very often.

3 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BECOME BECAME BECOME
He becomes tired when he works hard. Definition:

Yesterday, he became tired at the office.

He has become tired of his job.

Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect

BEGIN BEGAN BEGUN

She usually begins the lesson at eight o’clock. | Definition:

Yesterday, she began the lesson at 8:15.

She has already begun the lesson.

5 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BEND BENT BENT
The worker bends the plastic in her hands. Definition:
She bent one piece of plastic a few
minutes ago.
She has bent many pieces so far.
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6 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BET BET BET
| bet you $5.00 my horse will win. Definition:
| bet $10.00 on the last race.
| have already bet $20.00.
Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
7 BID(S) BID BID
. Definition:
How much do you bid for that statue?
My friend bid $100.00 a few minutes ago.
My other friend has bid $110.00.
8 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BITE(S) BIT BITTEN
Some dogs bite people. Definition:
My dog bit the postman.
My dog has bitten others, too.
9 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BLEED(S) BLED BLED
People bleed when they get cut. Definition:
My finger bled.
My nose has bled many times.
10 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BLOW(S) BLEW BLOWN
The wind blows in all directions. Definition:
Yesterday, it blew from the north.
The wind has blown the newspaper out
of the yard.
1 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BREAK(S) BROKE BROKEN
Definition:

A fast runner breaks many records.
He broke the record yesterday.
He has broken many records.
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12 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BRING(S) BROUGHT BROUGHT
She brings her book every day. Definition:
Yesterday, she brought her book.
She has brought her book to every class.
13 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BUILD(S) BUILT BUILT
My brother builds houses. Definition:
He built my house last year.
He has built many houses.
Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
14 BURST(S) BURST BURST
Balloons and bombs burst. Definition:
The bomb burst and destroyed the car.
Many bombs have burst in the war.
15 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
BUY(S) BOUGHT BOUGHT
My sister buys a lot of clothes. Definition:
She bought a sweater last week.
She has bought many sweaters.
16 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
CATCH(ES) CAUGHT CAUGHT
Definition:
| catch a cold when the weather changes.
| caught a cold last week.
| have caught many colds in my life.
17 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
CHOOSE(S) CHOSE CHOSEN
When she buys ice cream, she chooses Definition:

vanilla.
Yesterday, she chose chocolate.
She has always chosen vanilla.

Page 4 of 23




Irregular Verb Drills. Transcribed and Recorded voices by Maureen O’Hara and Jim Bullotta.
Re-designed and re-transcribed by M.L. Martinez, MS. Photograph in cover by John Kolasinski, MS.

18 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
COME CAME COME
| come to the college every day. —
Definition:

| came to the college yesterday.

| have come to the college every day this week.

19 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
CREEP(S) CREPT CREPT
The insect creeps on the wall. Definition:
Last night, an insect crept into my room.
Many insects have crept into my house.
20 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
COST(S) COST COST
The grammar book costs $25.00. Definition:
Last year’'s grammar book cost $20.00.
My books in ESL classes have cost a lot of
money.
21 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
CUT(S) CUT CUT
The butcher cuts the meat for the customer. Definition:
He cut the meat yesterday.
He has always cut the meat for me.
22 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
DEAL(S) DEALT DEALT
Definition:

Some people deal in drugs.

That man was arrested because he dealt drugs.

He has dealt drugs for two years.

23 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
DIG(S) DUG DUG
Definition:

The worker digs a hole with the machine.
He dug the hole yesterday.
He has dug three holes since yesterday.
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24 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
DO(ES) DID DONE
| do my homework every night. Definition:
| did my homework last night.
| have done all my homework.
25 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
DRAW DREW DRAWN
The artist draws pictures. Definition:
She drew a picture of me.
She has drawn pictures of many people.
26 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
DRIVE(S) DROVE DRIVEN
We drive to school every day. Definition:
We drove to the beach last Saturday.
We have driven to New York many times.
27 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
EAT(S) ATE EATEN
| eat breakfast at seven o’clock. Definition:
Last Sunday, | ate breakfast at eight o’clock.
| have already eaten breakfast.
28 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
FALL(S) FELL FALLEN
The football player falls a lot. Definition:
He fell in yesterday’s game.
He has fallen many times.
29 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
FEED(S) FED FED
Definition:

She feeds the baby when it cries.
She fed her a few minutes ago.
She has fed her three times so far.
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30 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
FEEL(S) FELT FELT
How do you feel? Definition:

| felt fine yesterday.

| have felt good since | took the medicine.

31 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
FIGHT(S) FOUGHT FOUGHT
Brothers and sisters often fight. Definition:
They fought yesterday.

They have fought since they were children.

Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect

32

FIND(S) FOUND

FOUND

The teacher finds many errors in the paragraph.| Definition:

She found three errors in the last paragraph.
She has found many errors so far.

33 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
FLY/FLIES FLEW FLOWN
Definition:

The pilot flies airplanes.

He flew to Canada yesterday.

He has flown overseas many times.

34 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
FORBID(S) FORBADE FORBIDDEN
Some parents forbid their children to smoke. Definition:
When | was a child, my father forbade me
to smoke.
| have forbidden my children to smoke.
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35 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
FORGET(S) FORGOT FORGOTTEN
Some students always forget their student Definition:
numbers.
Marie forgot to put her number on the test.
She has forgotten to do this several times.
36 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
FORGIVE(S) FORGAVE FORGIVEN
Marie’s mother will forgive her for her action. Definition:
She forgave her for what she did.
She has forgiven her for other actions.
37 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
FREEZE(S) FROZE FROZEN
| freeze food that | do not finish eating. Definition:
| froze the meat that | cooked yesterday.
| have frozen the leftover food.
38 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
GET(S) GOT GOTTEN
| get letters from my friends every month. Definition:
| got a letter last month.
| have gotten three letters this year.
39 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
GO(ES) WENT GONE
She goes to the movies every weekend. Definition:
She went to the movies last week.
She has gone to that theater many times.
40 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
GIVE(S) GAVE GIVEN
The professor gives a test every week. Definition:

She gave a test last Monday.
She has given three tests up to now.
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41 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
GROW(S) GREW GROWN
Definition:
Farmers grow crops.
They grew tomatoes last summer.
They have grown tomatoes every summer
since 1990.
42 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
HANG(S) HUNG HUNG
| always hang my clothes in the closet. Definition:
| hung the sweater there last night.
| have hung my laundry outside.
43 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
HAVE/HAS HAD HAD
My sister has a headache. Definition:
She had a headache yesterday.
She has had a headache since she got up.
44 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
HEAR(S) HEARD HEARD
Most animals hear very well. Definition:
My dog heard a noise last night.
My dog has heard lot of noises this month.
45 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
HIDE(S) HID HIDDEN
Definition:

Some people hide their house keys in strange

places.

My old neighbor hid his keys in the mailbox.
Other neighbors have hidden their house keys

in other places.

46 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
HIT(S) HIT HIT
Definition:

The baseball player hits the ball with a bat.
Some players hit many home runs.

That player has hit twenty home runs so far

this year.
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47 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
HOLD(S) HELD HELD
Definition:

The little child holds her mother’s hand.
She held her hand while crossing the street.
She has held her hand since they left the house.

48 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
HURT(S) HURT HURT
Please don’t hurt yourself picking up that Definition:
heavy box.
| hurt myself last week.
Others have hurt themselves.
49 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
KEEP(S) KEPT KEPT
The teacher told us to keep our books closed. | Definition:
Only one student kept his book open.
The others have kept their books closed since
the teacher told them.
50 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
KNEEL(S) KNELT KNELT
People kneel in church. Definition:
| knelt in church last Sunday.
The sister has knelt for one hour without
moving.
51 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
KNOW(S) KNEW KNOWN
The student knows the answer. Definition:
He knew all the answers on yesterday’s exam.
| have known that person for two years.
59 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
LAY(S) LAID LAID
Definition:

Chickens lay eggs.
My chickens laid a dozen eggs last week.
They have laid many eggs.
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53 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
LEAD(S) LED LED
A conductor leads an orchestra. "
Definition:
The conductor led the Miami Symphony cHnon
Orchestra.
He has also led the symphony orchestras in
other cities.
54 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
LEAVE(S) LEFT LEFT
| leave my house every morning at 6:00 a.m.| Definition:
My wife left at 7:00 a.m.
A few times, she has left earlier.
55 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
LEND(S) LENT LENT
A bank lends money to people. Definition:
My bank lent me money to buy my house.
The bank has also lent money to others.
56 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
LET(S) LET LET
Let me tell you something. Definition:
Last term, | let the students tell stories.
The teacher has let some students take the
test early.
57 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
LIE(S) LAY LAIN
When | am tired, | lie on the sofa. Definition:

After the accident, Ana lay in bed.
She has lain in bed for three days.
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58 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
LIGHT(S) LIT LIT
We light candles with matches. Definition:

The father put three candles on the birthday
cake and lit them.
He has lit the candles. Now, let’s sing.

59 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
LOSE(S) LOST LOST
People lose many things. Definition:

My sister lost her wallet last month.
She has also lost her keys several times.

60 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
MAKE(S) MADE MADE
Good students make good grades. Definition:

Last semester, he made four A’s and two B’s.
So far this term, he has made all A’s.

61 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
MEAN(S) MEANT MEANT
What does that word mean? Definition:

She meant to tell you, but she forgot.
She has meant to tell you for a long time.

62 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
MEET(S) MET MET
Definition:

| want you to meet my parents.
| met your parents when | visited your country.
| have met your entire family.
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63 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
MISTAKE(S) MISTOOK MISTAKEN
Michael’s girlfriend sometimes mistakes him Definition:

for his twin brother Peter.

She mistook Peter for Michael last week, and
she kissed the wrong man!

She has mistaken Peter for Michael many times.

64 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
PAY(S) PAID PAID
| usually pay my bills on time. Definition:
| paid my bills last night.
| have paid all my bills.
65 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
PUT(S) PUT PUT
We put our money in the bank every week. Definition:
We put our money in the bank yesterday.
We have put our money in the bank.
66 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
QUIT(S) QUIT QUIT
| will quit my job if | don't like it. Definition:
| quit my last job because | didn’t like my boss.
Have you ever quit a job?
67 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
READ(S) READ READ
She likes to read a lot. Definition:
She read a good mystery book last week.
Have you read a good book lately?
68 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
RIDE(S) RODE RIDDEN
Definition:

The boys ride bicycles for exercise.
They rode their bikes before school this morning
Have you ever ridden a bicycle?
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69 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
RING(S) RANG RUNG
Ring the doorbell. Definition:

| rang it.

| have rung it several times but no one answers.

70 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
RISE(S) ROSE RISEN
The sun rises every morning. Definition:
It rose at 6:35 this morning.
The sun has risen.
71 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
RUN(S) RAN RUN
Definition:

He runs fast.

He ran a mile in three and a half (3 72) minutes
at the New York Marathon.

| have never run in a marathon.

72 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SAY(S) SAID SAID
| always say what | feel. Definition:
| said that | didn't like his girlfriend.
You haven't said anything yet.
73 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SEE(S) SAW SEEN
Definition:

| will see you in a few weeks.
| saw him last night.
| haven’t seen that movie yet.
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74 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SEEK(S) SOUGHT SOUGHT
We all seek happiness. Definition:
The Cuban rafters sought freedom in the
United States.
Have you sought psychiatric help since the
divorce?
75 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SELL(S) SOLD SOLD
Mr. Jacobson sells cars for Honda. Definition:
He sold six cars last week.
His co-worker hasn’t sold any cars yet.
76 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SEND(S) SENT SENT
Please send me some money, Mom. Definition:
| sent you $50.00 last week.
My mom hasn’t sent me any money in a
long time.
77 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SET(S) SET SET
The children set the dinner table every night. Definition:
They set the table last night.
Have your children ever set the table for you?
78 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SHAKE(S) SHOOK SHAKEN
The ground shakes when there is an Definition:

earthquake.

The earthquake shook the city.

The earthquake has shaken the building from
its foundation.
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79 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SHINE(S) SHONE SHONE
The sun always shines in Miami. Definition:
The sun shone in my eyes.
The sun hasn’t shone in England for the past
three weeks.
80 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SHOOT(S) SHOT SHOT
| know how to shoot a rifle. Definition:
| went hunting in Texas and shot a deer.
| have never shot a tiger.
81 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SHRINK(S) SHRANK/SHRUNK SHRUNK
Cotton shrinks when you wash it in hot water. | Definition:
| shrank my new blouse.
Have you shrunk any clothes lately?
82 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SHUT(S) SHUT SHUT
Please shut the door. Definition:
| shut it when | walked in.
Have you ever shut the window?
83 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SING(S) SANG SUNG
Definition:

Placido Domingo sings beautifully.
He sang the aria from “La Bohéme”.
He hasn’t sung in any Verdi Operas recently.
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84 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SINK(S) SANK SUNK
If you throw a stone into the ocean, it sinks to | Definition:
the bottom.
After the boat hit the rock, it sank.
The boat has sunk to the bottom of the lake.
85 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SIT(S) SAT SAT
My grandmother sits on the porch all day long.| Definition:
| sat with her for a few hours yesterday.
| have sat on buses for hours, and | hate it.
86 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SLEEP(S) SLEPT SLEPT
You should sleep eight hours a day. Definition:
You slept eight hours last night.
| haven’t slept well recently.
87 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SLIDE(S) SLID SLID
Children love to slide down hills in the snow. Definition:
The baseball player slid into Second Base.
Have you ever slid and fallen on ice?
88 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SPEAK(S) SPOKE SPOKEN
Juan speaks Spanish. Definition:

Pierre spoke to him in French, but Juan didn’t
understand.
Pierre hasn’t spoken to Juan since then.
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89 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SPEND(S) SPENT SPENT
Don’t spend all your money at one time. Definition:
You spent $600.00 on that suit.
| haven’t spent that much money on clothes in
a long time.
90 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SPIN(S) SPUN SPUN
Acrobatic airplanes spin circles in the air. Definition:
The dancers spun around the dance floor.
The spider has spun its web.
91 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SPIT(S) SPIT SPIT
It is not polite to spit in public. Definition:
That bum spit on the staircase.
| have never spit on the floor.
92 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SPLIT(S) SPLIT SPLIT
Let's split the profits of the corporation fifty-fifty. | Definition:
My partner split the money with me.
| have split the bill with my friend.
93 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SPREAD(S) SPREAD SPREAD
| always spread butter on my toast at breakfast. | pefinition:
Yesterday, | also spread jelly on it.
| have spread the good news to everyone
in my office.
94 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SPRING(S) SPRANG SPRUNG
Definition:

Cats spring at mice.

The tiger sprang from the tree to attack the
hunter.

The boat has sprung a leak.
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95 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
STAND(S) STOOD STOOD
ltalian men usually stand in the back of Definition:
the church.

The senators stood when the President of the
U.S. walked into the room.

| have stood in line for hours.

96 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
STEAL(S) STOLE STOLEN
Pepe steals from everyone. Definition:

He stole twenty dollars from me yesterday.
Has he ever stolen anything from you?

97 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
STICK(S) STUCK STUCK
Bubble gum sticks to everything. Definition:

Bubble gum stuck to the bottom of my shoe.
| heard the song, “I will always love you”
last night, and it has stuck in my head.

98 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect

STRIKE(S) STRUCK STRUCK

In baseball, strike one, strike two, strike three | Definition:
and you are out.

The angry father struck his son.
He has struck him many times.

99 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
STRIVE(S) STROVE STRIVEN
Definition:

Always strive to be the best.

He strove to be like his father.

He has striven to be the best student in the
class.
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Simple Present

Simple Past

Present Perfect

100

SWEAR(S)

SWORE

SWORN

In Court, | must “swear to tell the truth, the whole | Definition:
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me God”.
He swore on the Bible that he was telling the truth
American citizens have sworn allegiance to the

United States.

101 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SWEEP(S) SWEPT SWEPT
Mrs. Johnson sweeps the floor once a week. | Definition:
She swept the floor yesterday.
She has swept the floor.
102 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SWIM(S) SWAM SWUM
Definition:

Olympic swimmers swim very fast.

Mark Spitz swam in the 1972 Olympics, and he

won seven gold medals.
| haven’t swum much lately.

103 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
SWING(S) SWUNG SWUNG
Monkeys like to swing from trees. Definition:
The chimpanzee swung from one branch to
another.
Have you ever swung from a tree?
104 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
TAKE(S) TOOK TAKEN
Definition:

The teacher takes the Metrorail to work every day
We took the Metrorail to the Heat game at the

Miami Arena last Saturday.

He has taken the Metrorail several times and it's

great.
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105 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
TEACH(ES) TAUGHT TAUGHT
Definition:

Mr. Brodsky teaches Biology and Mr.
Hernandez teaches History.
Professor O’Connor taught us Grammar.

My teacher has taught English for several years.

106 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
TEAR(S) TORE TORN
Teachers tear up old tests. Definition:
She tore her dress on a nail last night.
He has torn his pants.
107 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
TELL(S) TOLD TOLD
Tell me a little about yourself. Definition:
| told Michael to register for his classes early.
Have you told him lately that you love him?
108 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
THINK(S) THOUGHT THOUGHT
Let’s think positively about the future. Definition:
| thought about you last night.
Have you thought about me lately?
109 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
THROW THREW THROWN
Definition:

In baseball, pitchers try to throw curve balls.
Mrs. Harrison was so angry at her husband
that she threw a pitcher of water at him.

The old man hasn’t thrown a baseball in many
years.

110 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
UNDERSTAND(S) UNDERSTOOD UNDERSTOOD
We understand our English Teachers very well. | Definition:

He understood her lecture.
| haven’t understood a thing you said.
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111 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect

UPSET(S) UPSET UPSET

The teenager upsets her parents when she Definition:
stays out late.

His attitude last night upset me.

In fact, his attitude has upset me many times.

112 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
WEAR(S) WORE WORN
Definition:

Models wear their clothes beautifully.

The young man wore a tuxedo to the formal
dance.

| haven’t worn winter clothes in a long time.

113 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
WEEP(S) WEPT WEPT
People weep at funerals. Definition:

The world wept when John F. Kennedy was
assassinated in 1963.
The old woman has wept a great deal since the

death of her five sons in the war.

114 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
WET(S) WET WET
Infants wet their diapers. Definition:

Little Johnny wet his bed again last night.
He has wet his bed many times in the last few
months.

Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect

115

WIN(S) WON WON

Definition:

Everyone wants to win the Florida Lottery.
John won first prize in the golf tournament.
| haven’t won anything recently.
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116 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
WIND(S) WOUND WOUND
| wind my alarm clock every night. Definition:

| wound the clock too much and it broke.
| have wound the hose around the pipe.

117 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect

WITHDRAW(S) WITHDREW WITHDRAWN

When one person attacks, the other withdraws. | pefinition:

The senator withdrew from the presidential race

conduct.
She has withdrawn her name from the
competition.
118 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
WITHHOLD(S) WITHHELD WITHHELD
Never withhold information from a police Definition:

investigation.
The criminal withheld the truth from the police.
Have you withheld anything from me?

119 Simple Present Simple Past Present Perfect
WRITE(S) WROTE WRITTEN
Foreign students often write letters home. Definition:

Shakespeare wrote plays and sonnets
in 16™ Century England.
| used to write poetry but | haven’t written

anything lately.
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