Kendall Campus Library
Understanding Call Numbers

Have you ever wondered how library books are assigned their places on the shelves? Did you know that the call

2 number -- the number placed on the spine of the book -- is a code which provides valuable information about the (=S¢

book? This is an introduction to understanding and using library call numbers.

What is the purpose of call numbers ?

Each book in the library has a unique call number. A call number is
like an address: it tells us where the book is located in the library. Call
numbers appear on the spines of books and in the online catalog.
Note that the same call number can be written from top-to-bottom, or
left-to-right.

Kendall Campus Library uses Library of Congress Classification for
call numbers. This system uses a combination of letters and nhumbers
to arrange materials by subjects.

How do you read call numbers?

on the spines of books ... and ...
LE
2385 LB2385 .CA5 1991
B
1931

FRead call numbers line by line:

LE

2395 —

Read the first line in aplphabetical arder:
T AL, B, BF, CDL L, LA, LB, L, P, Rl
Read the secaon ne as a whole numbear:
/__/”/ 1,2,3, 45, 100, 1I:|‘l, 1000, 2000, 243500
(Sclrrle l:all numbers include a decimal number after
the whole number on the second line. ANy number

—

1%%? \ after o decimal point is read as a decimal number)
. The third line is a combination of a letter and numbers:

Read the letter alphabetically

Read the number as a decimal:  CES=.E55 CE2d = T2
(Sorme call numbers have more than one combination
letter-number line 1

The last line is the publication date, read

in chranalagical arder: 1987, 1989, 1998, 2000
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Why is this important to know?

Because books are classified by subject, you can find several helpful books on
the same shelf, or nearby. For example, within the same call number LB2395,
there are other guides for college studying.

LB |LB | LB |LB

2395]|2393) 2395 | 2385
B33 | CBa| G553 | L447
1935 {1393 1930 | 1357
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| Kevs to Coliege Suecess by Minnette Lenier
Dancing With Your Books by John J. Giles

Learning to Study Throngh Critical Thinking by Jonelle &, Beatrice
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